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The information in this Guide is relevant for students completing Year 12 in Queensland in 2020. 

Two further editions of this publication are planned for release in 2020: 

• In March 2020 with the commencement of the Year 12 schooling year

• In December 2020 in conjunction with the release of ATARs to students. 

These further editions will include any updated or new information. 













REPEATING SUBJECTS 

If you repeat the same subject, the result of the most recent attempt as reported by the QCAA will be used in 

the calculation of the ATAR, even if this result is lower than the result from the earlier attempt at the subject. 

QUALIFYING FOR A NEW ATAR 

A student who has already qualified for an ATAR may qualify for a new ATAR. For a new ATAR to be calculated, a 
student must complete and receive results from the QCAA in a minimum of: 

• Three General subjects (at Units 3 and 4) or

• Two General subjects (at Units 3 and 4) plus one Applied subject (at Units 3 and 4) or completed VET
qualification at Certificate Ill level or higher.

Results from the latest subjects attempted (where these are eligible ATAR inputs) will be included in the 
calculation of the new ATAR even if the scaled results from the latest attempts at the subjects are lower than 
the results from the earlier attempt. 

EXAMPLE 

SIMONE 2020 

English (Units 3 and 4) (Grade of C) General 

Mathematical Methods (Units 3 and 4) General 

Specialist Mathematics (Units 3 and 4) General 

Physics (Units 3 and 4) General 

Chemistry (Units 3 and 4) General 

Biology (Units 3 and 4) General 

First ATAR Awarded 

2021 

Mathematical Methods (Units 3 and 4) General 

Biology (Units 3 and 4) General 

Engineering (Units 3 and 4) General 

New ATAR Awarded 

In 2020 Simone qualifies for an ATAR. She decides to undertake more 

subjects in 2021. She qualifies for a new ATAR in 2021 because she 

has undertaken a minimum of three General subjects. 

The scaled results from the latest subjects attempted in 2021 

(ie Mathematical Methods, Biology and Engineering) will be included in the 

ATAR calculation along with the best scaled results from eligible subjects 

from 2020 (that are not repeated subjects) to total five ATAR inputs. 

Where an applicant has a new ATAR, institutions use the best 

ATAR and not the most recent ATAR for selection to tertiary courses. 
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http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au


http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au






https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/admission-criteria
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Year 12 Certification















https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/educational-access-scheme


https://www.qtac.edu.au/applying/apply-here/offers
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https://www.qtac.edu.au/about-us/policies
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